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in the World are liable to Great 
Corruption and Abuſes. The dar 
cred Truths and Inſtitutions ofthe = 
olpel, which by their Divine Authority, one 
would think, are ſufficiently. guarde from 
he profane Violations of Impious Men, have 
yet, for the ſervice of the meaneſt. Deſign boy 
been grolly diſguis d, mangled, and deform d, 
yea, turn'd. out of doors, to make room for. 
the wild Su ggeſtions, of an extravagant Fane 
9. Things Divine in their Original, haye 
been made Monſtrous by vain Mixtures and 
imaginary ornamental Additions; and t 
meer Creatures of Human imagination (and 
that when Delirious too) have been call d B 
vine, and i impos' d, aſſerted; and propa . 
as ſuch, for mercenary purpoſes, whilſt Inſti- 
9 and Ordinances truly divine have been 
ſcorn'd and trampled under foot. Nav, t 
Violence us d, on one hand, 1 in obtruding; bo: a 
man Ordinances, for divine, and cloathig 
the Fancies of Men with the Authorit 2 
God, hath: driven ſome to the contrary 
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. Ar es ina Pen Apoſtacy oftheir Mini ers, 
* r that they can't diſown the Apoſtates, = 
oe. chooſe from among *emſelves Men fit for the 4 
+ Office, yet to argue from ſuch caſes Extraor- 
_ Uinary,. to Common and Ordinary Occaſions, | 
is to impoſe on one's ſelf. And tho Order be 
Vor necsſſary to the meer being of a Church, 
_ which may Exiſt without it, yet Men cannot 
Common Oc aftons break thro? an Eſta- 
bliſh'd Order, if it be of Divine Tuſtitution, | 
 Fithout inning apainſt gop.- 
2 TFean't beamils therefore; on ſuch an Oc- 
Kalten, to ſay: fomewhat for the ſetting this 
"matter in a true H ht : In Which 1 8 
ie Fext read, with the reft of the Holy 
_ . takes, and Reaſon conducted by them, £5 
Gude SD 
3 To TERE then we have an Apoſtolical Man | 


"by the 175 Apoſtle of the Gentiles, ' in 
the 7 bf Gt to ſet ſome things in erde in in 
10 nnch > had there Bethe d, for which | 
- He himſelf had no time; and particularly to 
1 Ft over them'P# Cores to guide, teach, govern, 
Ang exerciſe Biſcipline among dem (> that 
© the Elders to be Abad were ſuch, will be 
FV *Kxident upon à due conſideration of the Con- 
_— 115 "Ant hat” he might be directed to the 
_—: vice 5715 Perſop 8, lie here ſends him the 
Character and 'Quilifications of ſich! as were 
+; to be inveſted with the Office; which Qualifi- MW 
tions, t 15 Every Light of Nature will tell us, 
Ate necell] ALS tg every common 3nd ordne. 5 
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Particular Perſons were to de choſen to ts 
Office; but that upon the ceafing of thoſe a 1 
tachlonsGikts, the Power of making Miniſters 
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inherent Right to give a Bb TP + k. 


_ eaſy for the Spirit th-geveal tb him the On: 
lifications of the Perſons to be ordain'd; 40 . 

to direct him to the Choice of Pe ns {ſo Vas 19 
lified. Either Pall therefore Was 1018 8 


nok as an Extraordinary and In 


left in Gete to ordain Elders às a Commore 


J ³ TTY TT LT a 


bad in Common caſes an Original -and"Th= 1 


4% cart bot etve pere how ant this A 


& ++ 


S. kems' to overthrow the eps of a mo- 1 
dern Ingenious Writer, Wo 1% of the. Choc © 
12 perſuade us, that the” eas 2 145 als ops | 


Power of Ordaining others, d invalidate'glt Miniſter 


ſtles and Extraordinary” 
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ſpir'd Mini: | 
ſter, but as a Common one, and a 4 Precedblie s | 


to Sucteeding Miniſters in the fame Work, 1 


For what Account can be given of his being CE 
Miniſter, if the People, When Ohriſtianiz d, 82 
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_ this Special Ane, took occaſion to 115 
yer to the Church in e thro L 
Rules to proceed .by 5 the Gleis 
af thoſe. Perſons on "whom they were to 
confer Miniſterial Power; for he could me 
given. theſe Directions to the Body of the 
e in ſonie one Church or another im- 
5 $25 if the Spirit of God had defign'd 
1 1 them in Ordinary Caſes to 
3 ma e their, Miniſters. Not to ſay that; he 
5 = ©, have done thus, and given the Body 
* = of. chriſtian. People an account of the Rea+ 
Jons for which. they were abridg'd the pre. 
in a hey of their inherent Powers and 
t again reſume i Wo en | 
TH O therefore it can't he denied, ; 
-_ * - that the — 2 — 5 have in ſome caſes a Power 
3 forth particular, Perſons to the Mini- 
1 Rent * Which Call they are oblig d to 
Ws per without. Ordination by other Mini- 
„„ yet, that they are xeſtrain'd from the 
We; = D of this Power in Common Oaſes, 
8 indeed in Common Caſes the have 3 
ich Power at all, is to me paſt queſtion 
From: this Example, and many Conſidera- 
ET Fighs from. the Nature of the thing it felf, | 
We 2 may air fall under 0 Or 


N E thing more, . We. paſs on to | 
. What i is principally: intended, can't be'oyer- 
WE eb, viz. the Places in Which theſe Blders 
3 w ere to be ordain'd, which is ſaid to be in ever. 
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| In all after - Ordinations, and were \indeed = 


T 1 1 neat Biden were 100 0 ondain'd 1 TI 
in every City, or 4 Single Elder in each; 
and ſo the Elders are to be underſtood col- , 
lectively, of all to be 'ordain'd in the ſeve- 
ral Cities. Some who contend, that this * 9 
09 


S Church in Crete was a Metropolitan, and 
that Deus was their ſettled Arch ;ſbop, wow'd 


have us believe that theſe Elders were Dio _ 
8 ceſ« Biſhops, one of which was allotted to 

each City. Others, who defend the fame 18 ; 
$- Hierarchy, but upon different Principles, 
can't find. Aetropolitans ſo carly no, nor 4 
Dioceſan Biſhops | neither; 1 
theſe aſſert, every Particular e 2 1 | 
| Church was govern'd by a defore Krater £6 Lau, | 
Common-Council of Pres 1 
ps» make no alt 


ters at firſt, and may per „ 
ficulty of allowing cha Council to each 

| of the Cities in Cee. Pill only obſerve here 
as 1 go on, that if the firſt of theſe Opi- 
nions be true, and the common Argument 
drawn from the Ordinations of '73morby and 
| 58 for the e e of that 8 to 
the Superior copal Office, be good, our 
a Pretatical biegen are as much Sat of 'the 
 Right- Line as our ſelves: For if theſe two 
5 the Precedents to be exattly follow'd 


Archbiſhops, none but ſuch can Ordanas ; 

and then *emſelves are as little Sncceflbrs © 
to the Apoſtles in "their Miniſtry as we, 
and have as flender Authority. And if the . 
ſecond Opinion be true, That the Church _ 
Was govern'd by Prevbyters in common, 
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 . © From among dem to preſide: over the reſt, 
Aud their applauded Maxim be alſo valid, 
hat em dat quad non habet, the Whole 
Prelatical Frame ſeems deſtitute of all Foun- 
dation, and Biſhops muſt deſcend into the 
iu fame level with Presbyters; for Presbyters 
cou'd not veſt them with any Power ſupe⸗ 
rior to what emſelves were poſſeſs'd of. 
But whether theſe Schemes, or the different. 
bones of others, muſt be follow'd in the Pre- 
latical Building, or whether all Schemes 
form'd for the ſupport of that Structure, 
be not evidently made to ſerve an Hypo- 
tteſis, is a matter of too long conſideration 
to debate here. This only I can't forbear 
dio fay, That Men ſnou'd methinks be a- 
mham'd to Vnchriſten and Damn fo great a 
part of the Chriſtian World, for not aſſen- 
ting to that Eccleſiaſtical Frame in groſs, 
the Aſſerters of which take ſuch different 
metthods to defend it, and give us ſo vari- 
- ous an account of its Conſtituent Princi- 
pPules. And, that when ſo much hath been | 
ſaid in the yet Unanſmer'd Treatiſe of Epi- 
 ſcopacy. of Mr. Baxter, from the Scriptural 
and moſt Natural, Notion: of the Epiſcopal 
Office, to invalidate their Pretenſions, and 
that without diſowning a Diſparity between 
the Apoſtles and other Primitive Miniſters. 
55 BUT this by the bye. If Titus ordain'd 
es an Archbiſhop, where's the Precedent for 
cConfining this Work to the Epiſcopal Of. 
|, fice? And if every City of Crete had a 
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Sand was indeed an liner ant Evangeliſt. And 


Fence, it never needed the Exerciſe of Di- 
fein and Miniſterial Rule. The Reaſon 
why: Miniſters of any fort were at firſt or- 


the Golpet in them, becauſe of the greater 


out Welling it beyond the bounds of a ſin- 


the Original will allow us to interpret the 
| Apoſtle's Advice to. Tiew thus, That he 


zue oß the! Ciries of crete, in ſome more, 
in ſome fewer, according as there was Work 
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at did-not much exceed in magnitude a third 
Wpart of. the ie of Great Britain) which 
Would make à conſiderable Diverſity be- 
Stween their Biſhops and ore, if it were al 
od that theſe cretan Presbyters were in? 
Need Di Biſhops. But whether they 
were ie or Presbyters. in the modern 
Wenſe, one or many, they were inveſted with 


Gain in Cities, ſeems to me to be this, 
That the Apoſtles did ordinarily firſt preach 


for them, either in Churches already ga- 


ities in that Iſland, tho“ 


ig to be ſet in order, and as ſoon as 
eee done u left Crete, to do the 

Rite Work elſewhere, as the Apoſtle or the 
See immediately ſhow'd direct him, ö 
4 nd SeeWhir- 
Was zn Happy Church, if, during his abs by's Mo 1 
Epiſtle. 
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Conconrle, and founded Churches, and the 
few Conperts in the neighbourhood might 
adjoyn emſelves to the City-Church, with» 


gle- Congregation. And I am apt to think 


ſhou'd: ordain Elders according to the Aagni- M 


ther d about their Management and Encreaſe, 


or in the Congregating: new ones: Tis paſt 
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2 7 ws with 1 het 3 there ig 20 
TDolletred of fuffcient magnitude for dne 
Man's Care, there ſhould be a Miniſter ſet 
over it, Whether he be calbd Bine er 

Presbyter, (the Scriptures uſe both Names 
| pPromiſcucnſty ) Who ont de inveſted Wen Wl 
ul Power to govern that Chürch, and preſide W 
|. over it according 10 Scripture Rules. And 
4s ſuch a Church requires ſuch a Miniſter 
| © to. beſet oper it, ſo tis the Duty of fame Wl 
| _ Miniſters or other appointed by Custer, 

_ folemily to admit HIRE 160 ta r r 92 2 

rl 18 Ordination.” F= Ph SL AG 
if WE SB ooh Intention of my 5 Ban Dk is 
to give von a true 'acebunt of Seripturat If 
Ordination; to ſhew you how far tis 1 
l and then make à brlef Application® 

15 15 ENQUIRE we Wat nne, 155 
. Remember: that we ſpeak concerning that 
Ades 6.2. of a Goſpel Miniſter; \property ſo call'd, and 
not of Deacons, whoſe Office was de ſerve | 
Tables. And I conceive the following to 
de a full Deſcription of this Work: “ Tis 
e the Selen Indeſterune of one duly Quali 
0 fed, with the Miniſterial Offer, by Fr fen, 

e aur horix d, with Faſting, Py, er, and Impoſi- 

„ rion of Hands.) I call it a Solemm Inveſtiture 
with the Miniſterial. Office, to ſignifie that 
tere muſt be a Right -antecedent to this 
1 Inveſtiture, which is the ſolemn Reeogni- 
tion of it; not that by Ordination a Per⸗ 

ſon hath a new Right and Power, for which 
2 there was no Foundation before, The Per- 
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out ſuch Solemn Juve. iture 518 dall be adr 
mitted to hear the Office. . 
I call it the 1 h- R of a 8 lx, 
Qualified; For as the Gospel harter 5 Fs 
particular, Fs, in laying, before us me 
1 Paaliße tions of ſuch, as are to be ordain d, 
n PN: of Men, no. pretended Solem- — © 
1 Ss d in the e 1 give em 
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Ger could” empower a” Perſon” 4 
this Qualification, to exereiſe either of 'the 
Offices, unleſs where none above” this "age 
were to be procur'd,” or none with the 6 
ther Eſſentia Requiſit tes. In like manner if 
OY, by the Churches Charter every one admit- 
 ___ ted to the Miniſterial Office mould be'Qna- 
luiſſed with Gifts of Knowledg and Utte⸗ 

rance, and With Sobriety of Life, no Ordi- 
Baton by Miniſters of any fort, after a 
Choice in due form, cou'd convey Miniſte- 
Tal Power and Authority to an Ignorant or 
Vicious Perſon, (unleſs in a Caſe parallel to 
_. the forementfon d) ſeeing ſuch à one is a 
Suhject uncapable of this a ring a Perſon 
with whom tl Supreme Lord, the Foun- 
tain” of Power, b that Charter which is 
- the Inſtrument of 'Convey ance, did never 
|  . entroft it, but as above ; fure therefore ho 
DODfficers can inveſt him” with ſuch Power, 
| '  Hecauſe Cyrivr never yave Anthority for 
3 "iy" Inveſtiture. Again, 5 
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Pleers a Liberty of ppealing to himſelf, 
here they have Sn to eſtèeem emſelres 
Frong'd by their miſinterpretation. Ll can't 
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| poſlible Particular Circumſtances of the' King. 15 


ſou'd not yet imagin the Lox p Jzsns de- 


— 
1 


3 Wind that in the Scriptures' uninſpir d Men are 
WEntruſted with any farther Power; nay, ner 
W-:/pir'd Men neither; they being only Mini: 
ers to declare tothe Church What the Will 
wot CHRIST was, and what he made their 
wor! rex and the 97 of Man Lon . 
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_— . - therefore as titres to be dhe Suc- 
3 _ ceſſors of inſpir d Men can prove, that what 
2 call their Canons or Laws are binding by 
1 the Will of CHRIST, I am willing my ſelf 
= 95 to yield Obedience, and that all other Chri- 
. . 5 E ſhou'd ; tho' I ſhall Kill retain this Per- 
2 = oy naſion, That even then the Laws are not 
_ obliging as they are theirs, or as if they were 1 
= 55 entruſted with a Power to make ſuch, but on- 
= has they are the declar d Will of CHRIST, 

made known to them in the Scriptures of 

Truth, or by any other way of which they can 

give ſuſbeitnt” Evidence. And all the Argu- 
ments this learned Man alledges from the 

Seripture, to ſupport his Aﬀtrtion; do either 
prove that i#/pir'd Men did, by the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, give orders to the Chur- 
2 ex hes, as in the Controverſy determin'd at Fe- 
Il. ,»ſulem ; or elſt, that Inferior Officers did 
dt by the direction of Iuſpir d Apoſtles, as 
in the Caſt of Timothy and Titus Which are 
 . really ſo wide from what he wow'd pretend Wi 
0 3 that tis wonderful to ine Men of 
3 Ek Reaſon ond to Lali pee -upon 
NS c ger | 
| . e the Gi monks Perſon calls 5 
Wy Furt ſdiftion, which, he tells us, is a Power of Wl 


Hf infliing Cenſures, I'am ſure, if it be 2 
.._ - Peculiar of the Biſhop's Offer, (as he himſelf 
las deſcrihid it) Biſhops [mult be vaſtly diſſe- 
ent from thoſe Ofeers to whom the Name 
a appropriated here in land. To take no 
W- hotice of what may be ſaid to the ſame pur- 
=. 2 n the conkdertion of hue: 5 180 
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enquiring into the Offences of Chriſtians, and 3% 


Dr 


7 mention d Treatiſe of Mr. 8 4 
W will alſo ſee how inconſiſtent. Confirmation LN 
= (which is made another Branch of the Biſhop's + 98 OY i 


4 will be ſeen beſt under our Third Sat oc at] 
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1 which W n e aboits in comet N 9 N 
ochers; and becauſe it would lead me awdy F 
too far from my pre ſent pur poſe, to draw this 


Argument into its due length, I waw'd' refer 
ſuch as are willing to be ſatisfied to the — 


peculiar Work) is with the Office, 8 nw 


i mandg'd in England, and the Power which our 
; 2 Biſhops claim. How far their Claim of Ord 


pation to the exclaſion of other Miniſters is „ 


which the Reader is refer uu. / 
:-> THUS much was, Ithink, neceſſary th e 


= faid here, as an Introduction to our . 
out Miniſterial Acts, to remove Obſtacles 


out of the way z we now proceed to fee from 
Scripture and the nature of tliugs, what We * 

belongs to Miniſters, according to the appoint- 
ment of CHRIST. And that we may d 


the more fully and orderly, w muſt Fo oo e 


that the Miniſter's Work is different, accord- 
ing to the dir 


geld d into a Churth-relation and 8 or thoſe. 


wo are in Communic with the herd to 
whom be is related as a Paſtor. on. 

8 - 1. THEN his Work with he Uriconvertel is is OR 
to new em their miſerable Condition, e 
0 bring em te a ſenſe and feeling of ft, h 

they niay become willing to feape the D : * 
that threatensdem; and th 
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Subjects we muſt work = 0 
7 which are either the Uheonberted and Vabelres © 
= ing, or thoſe which are coverte, but not re 4 75 
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= "Mo 1 th be: had ith So his 
"= unte x, and upon what Terms, and to per- 
mude em in the Name of Cuxis r to be res 
FToncil'd to Gop; 5 and this both in 
WW  @Preaching and by private Ap lication,as he hath , 


Call and Opportunity. This I eſteem to be 


3X $2 os in order of Nature the ff Work of a Mini- 


ter, as tis firſt expreſs'd in the Commiſſion, 


w. 28. Go, diſciple all Nationt. And tis from this 


rt of Lheir Work that they are call'd Em- 


Peace to Men, and to invite and Fan 
10 accept . l et 
THOSE Who are Aa ad they are 


" t enter into the Church by Baptiſm, if not 


. baptiz'd before, and their Children, when pre: 
ſented to em for this End, and offer d up in 


this Ordinance to God the Father, Son, and 


HFoly Ghoſt, by the Parents. And in order to 
"me they muſt be acquainted with the Unders 


- Banding and Prattice of thoſe who are to be 
baptiz d emſelves, or offer their Children to 


Baptiſm, ſo far as to know whether they are, 


5 1 in the judgment of Charity, to be accounted 


ſound Believers, and ſo fit to have the Cove- 


nant-Seal apply d to einſelves or theirs; for 
ttis paſt queſtion with me, that no Children 
"of ignorant ungodly Perſons are de jure to be 
baptiz d, nor ſuchPerſons themſelves, but on- 
xy ſuch as by a Profeſſion of Faith in CHRIST 
And Repentance for Sin,which may charitably 
be accounted ſincere, do declare. emſelves un · 
> _ feignedly willing to enter into Covenant with 
op by this Ordinance, and to live Faithful 
EG to. the 18 of - | "Age: ay © 10 
Ja ay 
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Nay 1 N on hs ere bes wich is 71 75 
Þ Profeſſion of Faith requir d now on ſuch am  -  ® 
Woccaſion ? Why hath it been requir'd in allt 
Ages of the 1 ge if it be not neceſſary * 1 . 
We entitle” to Baptiſm and Baptiſmal Privilege: 
= Whydid Phil. b himſelf put that Suppoſition to 
the e Eunuch, If thou doſt believe with As I 
We all thine Heart, thou mai . baptized? Vea, doth 3 
not this very Expreſſion imply, that it_muſt 
be a Profeſſion of Sound and Saving Faith, and -. 
W ſincere Repentance ? Sure then tis paſt . 
ttion, that it muſt be ſuch a Profeſſion as is 
charitably to be eſteem'd credible, becauſe 
elſe the whole Performance were a Mockerx. 
Tbat this Baptizing is a part of the Miniſte- _ 
rial Work in Sener is alſo evident from the 
Commiſſion, Go, diſciple all Nations, baptizing Mat, . 
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Hol ly Ghoſt. * of 
AND here I can't but think, that i Mini- 

ſters did take care to enquire into the Faith 9 
and Practice of thoſe baptiz d in e a 4 0 I 
they are grown up to riper Tears, and preſs and Me 
urge em publickly to renew their Baptiſmal 
cenant, and own CHRIST in the hes Jo-. 

lemn Sacrament, if they are found fit, (which 

is the ſound ſenſe of Confirmation, thought . 

bome to be Apoſtolical, and meant in that 

WText, Heb. 6. 1, 2.) I ſay, I can't but think 

this wou'd be much for the Service of Reli- 

sion and Mens Souls, if it be not plain Duty 

and a part of every Miniſter's Work, to the 
performance of which he is oblig d. 5 
IHE Miniſter's Work, among thoſe that £1 1 
are Converted and enter d into a Church ſtate, is 
N 80 1 un hath a er, . 1 7 9 0 
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5 - "as RIS! a DESTINY in 4 4 


* _, threefold Office of Prophet, Prieſt, and King ;_ 
tere being no where in boly Seriprure, as can 
Fd, a confinement of one peculiar hund of 
Work to any particular Order of Miniſters, 
is acknowledg'd indeed that A4pofles; dn- 
ting their reſidence an Earth, did moſt emii- 
nently bear Rule in the Church, but no where, 
2s! find, ſo as to exclude other Miniſters from 
a a ſhare in this Service ;. And I believe, ſhow'd 
a Set of Men appear now in the World as 


eminently qualified for Ruling as the Apoſtles 


were, all other Miniſters ſhou'd, as they had 
| opportunity, conſult *em, and be regulated by 
en in the management of Charch-airs. Nay. 
= 31 know none that wou'd refuſe to be directed 

8 5 — in theſe affairs by any who cou'd make good 
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their Claim to a Derivation of ſuperior Power 


„ 5 from the Apoſtles, by that Word of Truth 
Wich is the Chriſtian s Rule and Guide: Nor 
can I for my own part utterly diſclaim all Pre- 


1 "ſidency of ſome Miniſters over others in the 
Chriſtian Church. The Saperintendeney in uſe 
ga among ſome Fureig marc ns Churches. wou'd 


Wy 'not be unſcrviceable I believe, in ours: But 
this Fam bold to 3 That hilt Ap 
were liring here on Earth, and the nab emi- 
| _  _ . neng@Miniſters in the Church, and therefore 
Rulers of it fo far as ruling doth belong to 
CHRIS T's Miniſters, yet a &ated Paſtor of a 


a particular Church was more capable of go- 
3 I 1 that Church than they, N Work N 
was more vagous and general, unleſs where 


a long abode upon the place, and exerciſe of 
the Paſtoral office — the 858 * 
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and, Athene for Nveral! Miniſter ial Works = 
If they may-yet forbear;the Exatri/e ef en bes 


N 48 or Gc 1 4 
any oxher 8 1 2 A "0 
0 ape was Pau Miniſtry, at Epbeſu n le W 
tho think tis evident, that he did not ny We 
tend dy: his preſence. there to take from " 
1 Miniſters the exerciſe . 1 
ment, becauſe that in his no 5 prone . I 
adviles”s gy [pgs 
{copak © 
mi not. 
ring us 
ter his pra 
the Writings of 
ey e 


2 
0 _ 
L UN 

had.” 


Tho! 1 
ſters are in 4 hum, mm 
their Work among em, as may "beſt.a rata 
their general Eudg, and referying the Newer r 


cauſe the PRO is for . Bads: of it, ah. ' - "0 
Obligations. of th the Office are ben cum ply d „ 
J hath been.alteady fait. 0 
maybe fer g,, „ 
1. THAT Ris the leger Work to reach e 

the Block-committed to his charge, by open - — 
ing and applying to em the: Holy Scriptures $12 Tim. 1 
Prrau tht Mori in ſraſods; and ba of. ſeafou 4+ gi © 

And herein a wiſe regard muſt-be had to the: © 
dverkty; of bis Peoples Ci 


Jircuniſtances; ne 5 75 
83 dem the whole: of that Duty 8 

if 112 are * „„ 
| form, 5 


1 2 _ Dillrines chat are nectſſary'to be known ant 


4 WE | LE Hens. And pag: to this pa t of thei 


2 - vega and Exerciſe of all Chriſtian Virtues: and 
. n > Graces./ „an V 
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Porte 7 and Pede an Sela em * 75 45 
* OM Kies of it; give em an account of alt thoſ 


believ'd in'order to Salvation, and, as tis ne 
Ceſary, vindicate em from the Aſlauits of E 
Tonen Men's this being, as 1 conceive, imply 
Tra. 9 in his Ability by 'by ' ſound Diftrin to Convince Gain 


+ Eph. 4. Work, they are often ſtiled Prophets and 778 
= 1 chers, in the W ritings of the ew Teftament 
1 . + To which he muſt alſo add that moſt effeftu4 
b, Way of Inſtructing by his own Viſible On 

- Example] in all holy and blameleſs Converl; 
tion, in the Practice of all Chriſtian Duties 


ii Exerciſe ofithe Prieftly Oe nn 
der CHRIST. tis the Miniſter $ Work to be 
tie Mouth of the People toGop in Prayers ane 
 Thankſgivingsy\ and the Mouth of Gop to' thd 
People, in giving ſuch Anfwers from him if 
[are ſuitable to their Caſe, after ſolemn* Eng 
Anuixy of him upon their Knees, and of high 
bleſſed Word: To commemorate, acpording 
to CHRIS T's appointment, his Merirorto 
: Sacrifice of himſelf, and in this Commemoral 
tion to deliver C H RIS T's Body and Blood 
and his Covenant ſeab'd, wich all the Privilege 
and Benefits of it, to the People committed to 
hie ene and, finally, to pronounce his 
People Bleſſed, in the Name of the ORD. 
Something typical of all this was in uſe vn- 
dier the old Fewfh Diſpenſation, tho more un- 
cer Clouds, and without that - Illuſtration 
which N the + bath 8 e mo. 
uy 14 x NS the 


ME... 


5 12 14 


achtes af on. 9 . cheſs . 
re parts of the Miniſter's Work is confes- a 
by all, and m 4 7 be prov'd by eee 4 
eſtimonies, i it were neceſſary. a” 
3 IN the Exerciſe of Goverinmint mie Nt 
CHRIST, Miniſters are to publiſh; declare, 1 
Ind explain his Laws, and command the Pes 
le to he obedient to em; they are to 1 
dyer the Flock, and govern em by theſe Laws, - 
is ſhall be moſt for the Glory of G0 b. and 
Good of the Church; as a Body, and of pars. 
icular Members: And therefore are they to 
dmoniſh;: exhort, reprove, and cenſure act 5 
ord ing to the ſeveral Caſes that come before 
mz to caſt out the Obſtinate and Im —9 mY 
ent, to encourage amd declare ſuch abſolv'd 
s are ſincerely Penitent, and receive in 4 
gain to Church Fellowſhip; to defend ſuch 
Is 7 innocent from falſe Accuſations; to 
proper Spiritual Cenſures on fuch as re ; 
| me and Walk in a diforderly-manner / 
uch Acts as theſe do, by the Confeſſion o ß 
hoſe that allow any Government in che“ % 48 
hurch, belong to the Exerciſe of it. And | : 71 


ow 


Whis Rule being 'Fatberly and Paſtoral, doth Pegs f 

gn ply: Meekneſs and Love, Gentleneſs and 
indneſs in the management of it: tis 4 9 
Rule Kan e the Mind and Conſcience © 


nd operating b 3 of Perfwaſion and. ad ae 
ment, not of Temporal: Mullts und Corporal : 1 
genalties: eee proper t o beget Rear a 
nd Terror muſt ſometimes be-ns/djjaswellas? 
hoſe that are addreſs d tothe pofrrpPaſionsji 
ind move on em. And with reſpec to this 
Sr r _ * ae ſomẽtimes Mini- 


1 Þ - . 
* no, } | ' 


3 


5 bers are calf Biſhops, {Eninung, 1 
Bsaters, Helen, as in the general they are call d 
Aliniſters, Stewards, &c. all which Names da 
5 as much Government and Fomer con- 

d on Ordinary Guides and Miniſters; as 

2 y of Sound Minds contend. for: Aud ſheh as 
iveſt all Miniſters of all Authority and Gober- 

ning Power, do fo direc ly fly in the Face of 

Sokipture and the Senſe of the Church in all 
Ages, that they are hardly nt to be diſputed 
with, tho' we are willing they ſhonld fay as 
much as they can againſt Eccleſſaſtieal Tyranny, 
and all Uſurpations upon the People,: art bn. 
ſes of that Power which is given by GHRIST 
to his Miniſters: for Eifirnution, not for De- 
Fruction; for the Peoptes Benefit and Salva- 
tion, not the aggrandis ing themſelves; and ac- 

_ cunſulpting Temporal: Dae and Eftates. 
BUT now fp ppoſing ſuch a thing as G- 

| wermment and Rule in the Church by CHRIST 
. Aimſtert, bcan t but think, all who pre ſide over 
Particular Congregations are entruſted with 

"WM it. The Scriptures. nowhere aſſert this to be 
|. tze Peculiar T ruſt of am particular Order: of 

1 we Miniſters: The Apoſtle Pal on the contrary 
| **" . adviſes the Elders "*-Ohtzches to loak to the 
1 * over which the Holy Ghoſt had made 
* raten 1 pont: And! Peter exhorts em to act the 
Up ſhop i readily, and Without Force or Con- 
5 N 2 And indeed otherwiſe due Proviſion M 
. 5 '* had hardly been made anſwering the Ends 
of the Miniſterial Office, ſince tis apparent 
tat one Man is uncapable of doing this Work 
. _ 2 bene fee er of any conſictera- 
20 * e . the 
22 r 
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husch r may —— — the Reqwlarion- _—_ 
ſuperior Miniſter, acting as Biſhoy overtheſ © 15 i 
Aſmpsdtthe Hoek; 1s-aQueſtion foreign tu ttt © 


- 


praſent bulineſsz, and whether it, eee * _ 
age e ys gs is BOEING The oily | , W 


particular 
many Lingds or 3 e cm 
take care indeed t furniſni the Biſum or tun 
Miniſter of that Church with a large Ant 
ty, but forget that Miniſtevial Power i 
amebligation to Mmiſterial Work: - Or ae 1 
is all one, they take away Lfeful Miniftefial - "Ee 3 "0 "= 
Power: from particular Maiiſters; ſuum as 


3 


. might anſwer” the oy ray of the: „ 5 N 5 5-2 


- WH bring Glory to Gon, and de good o Mens 
| Souls that they may forniſtva General ie 
, with a Uſeleſs Power; vaſt in itt pretended. eK“. 
; tent, but of lirtle fignification- to the „ . 
ö Purpoſes: of the Miniſterial Office, becuuſe > Y 
een depend the ene Human Poder 
a 08, © 
Ap now wehay given you ſorneaccomnt 9 

of the Miniſterial Office, by ſnewing yo wie „ 
s a Minifter of the Goſpel is Empowerd 1 
7 and obliz'd to perform, for the Glory of Co „ 
N and the Good of Souls enen will make ven n 
1 Second Enquiry, WHO 35 00 bWeſteend * 1 Tu” 
ü Ferſdn duly "Qualified for this Office? And be- 
J cauſe we hade told you already, that font ; 
; Qualifications are neceſſary roithe/being a ZN 
; lid Miniſter, which can't; be abſent without n 
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i * 0 "vw Us 28 55 3 1 1 J "x3 I 8 * Fra Ai 1 + 2 7 8 
\ . ive trus notions of Thibgs; however 
. * 4 it muſt ere that a difference i is to be 


4; is © made between ſuch Qualifications as are ne- 
ns "—_— to the Man's Acceptance with Gop' in 
 -— Tthediſcharge of his Office, and thoſe! which 
| „ 19 4 are barely neceſlary to the Exerciſe of it with 
* 1 to the People, and for their benefit and 
| * 2 _ advantage. ''Gop may make uſe of ſome as 
38 Miniſters in his Church, and bleſs their Mini- 


MSG © Neations to the People, and other Miniſters 
Ee . of may beoblig'd to Ordain ſuch, and own em 
* for Brethren, who will be difown'd by Gop at 
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the laſt Day, as none of his Servants. A Per- | 
ſon of good Learning and Underſtanding in 
religious matters, of ſeeming Strictneſs and 


_  Serionſneſs in his Life and Converſation, of a 
Winning Temper and Carriage, and warm and 

_ Elocution, may do great Service in 
= Church of Gop to the Souls of Men, nay, 
more perhaps than a Sincenely-pious Miniſter 
who wants theſe Accidental Advantages, and 
vet be an Hypocrite at the Heart, and there- 
fore deſtitute of thoſe Qualifications that in 
Foro DEI (as ſome talk) are eſſential to a Mi- 
er, without which he can't diſcharge his 
Office to the Acceptation of his Sovereign: 
But of the Preſence or Abſence of theſe. Qua- 

8 \ | HificationsGov only, who knoweththe Heart, 
can be Judge; Men, who muſt judge by exter- 
nal Signs, are to act according to the probable | 
Appearances of things. And they are ſuch 
Qualißcations as are neceſſary in the Eyes of 
|  - Men, to fit a Man for this Office, about which 
1 preſent Enquiry is made; an Anſwer to 
e Ma * 10 Taken in ine: * Fee 


been o careful to dreck 7 Timot wy and Tir 


therefore, that no Tifidel, no vicious, ungodly, 1 
aud openly-impenitent Perſon can be qualified „ "1 
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x "Tis ATR that; acco1 los 1705 moths are” 4 
| Yatice; the Perſon ordain'd muſt be a Serious 10 1 
Chriſtian, one ho hath repented of his Sins, Va 
doth believe in CHRIST, and make * 2 ' 


it the Buſineſs. of his Life to ferve' and obey... | 5 9 
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him; how elſe ſhou'd his Example teach tige 

Flock ? How elſe hou'd he labour in his OF 6. 9 

fice for the Glory of G o p, and the Gd f 
Souls? A Man muſt profeſs that theſe are s 

e e nothing in his Life Muſt . e 
y contradict this Profeſſion, which a — 

< guard to his own Soul's Salvation will cer- 

1 0. Sure the Apoſtle 4 had never 
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bout the Oualifleations of thoſe to be entruſt 
ed with the Miniſterial Office, if thus much be _ 4 12 
not neceſlary to fit a Man for it. Tis evident 2 3 


the Miniſterial Office, nor can any Ordination „ 
invest ſuch a one with Miniſterial Power; tho? + 4 
a cloſe Hypocrite may be ordain'd, as we ave "wa 
obſery*d already, and do much Service i „„ A | 
Church. And to this purpoſe is that Saying of 1 


the Apoſtle, Some mens Sins go ep to! Tim: 


Judgment, and others they follow after; J. d. ſome 5˙ 4. 
Men do by their wicked Works appear nn: e 


 lified beforehand; ſuch muſt he 7efw'd' Ordi- 


nation: Others do not diſcover any ſuch Un 
fitneſs till after ward; but when by their vic 
o Behaviour they declare 'emſelves 25 
of Miniſterial Qualifications, they alſo declare 
emſelves deſtitute of that Power which * 
firſtcou'd never be given to, and therefore ne- 
* Tu N the N "a OY 
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5 Apaeity to de the Dogrins and Duties 
. ty from the Aſffavlts of Erroncon 
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| to.anfvet every Cavil ) is Unqualified for te 
Miniſterial Office, ac leaſt in that Place and | <1 
S:aſen, when and where this Oppoſition is | 
made. And thus much is, I conceive, intended 
by the Apoſtle in that Ability by ſound Doctrin Tit. i. 14 
to convince Gainſayers, which he makes one ne- 
ceſſary Qualification of the Officers Titus was 
ͤ— 75 fn RE 
4. ANOTHER Qualification ofa.Miniſter 
is, 4 Capacity to Communicate that Knowledg in 
Chriſtianity which himſelf hath to others, by _ 
& Diſcourſes ſuited to their Capacities and Caſes 3 
an Ability to explain the Doctrius of the Holy 
Scriptures to em, to preſs and perſuade em 
to embrace the Truths, accept the Privileges, 
perform the Duties of the Goſpel. This is 
certainly imply'd in that aprreſs to teach which 1 Tim. 
the Apoſtle makes a Qualification of a Chriſtian 3+ 2* 
Biſhop.” He therefore who is not capable of 
dreſſing his Thoughts in apt Words, ſuch as 
will convey the Light in his own Mind to the 
Minds of others, whatever his own Under- 
ſtanding be, is not qualified for the Miniſterial . 
JJ 5.5 ES 
F. Ithink an Ability to expreſs the Wants 
and Deſires of a Man's own Soul, and of his 
People, to G o d in Prayer, is another neceſſa- 
ry Qualification in a Miniſter of CHRIST. 
That it is a part of the Miniſterial Work, to 
offer up Prayers and'Thankſzivings to G o p, as 
the Mouth of the People, we have ſhewn alrea- 
Idy: That the Apoſtles and Firſt Miniſters of the 
Church did Pray to Gop, and render Thanks 
pro re nat, and as Occaſion did offer, without 
having Forms compos d for 7 is allow * . : 


„ Vours, is what*Thouſands even of common 
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8 city be reſult 

Hf Extraordinary Inſpiration, but to be acquir'd 
with the Ordinary and Common Influences of the 
Spirit and Bleſſing of Gop upon faithful Endea- 


_ Chriſtians can teſtiſie: And then, why ſuch a 

Capacity ſnould not be. a Neceſſary Miniſterial 

_ Qualification, as well as a Capacity of teach- 

. ang the Flock by preathing the Word, is what 

I'ca NC or. So that I con- 

_ clude-nÞd.onc is ordinarily qualified for the Ai. 

viſterial Office, who can't, upon common and 

uncommon Occaſions, be the Moutk of the 
People in Prayers and Thankſgivings to Gor, i 


_ Jedginents;;Requeſts and Praiſes, without the 
Help of Forms. Indeed, where ſuch can't be 
procur' d at all, or not in ſufficient numbers to 
ſerve the preſent Neceſſities of the Churches, 
hien was the, caſe at the dawning of the Re- 
formation I think a Reader of Prayers and 
Hlomilies a bett Teacher of the People than 
none-at-all. * And it muſt be conſider d, that 
as in the times of Popiſh Darkneſs there was 
No great encouragement of Literature among i 
the Vulgar, 'Ignorance' being the pretended 
Mother of Devotion, ſo perhaps a Capacity to 
read well was a pitch of Learning to Which fen 
did arrive, and therefore very few were they 
that were better qualified. But, to counte- 
nance, encourage, and plead for an Incapacity 
now, which Was juſtiſable then by no other 
Rea ſon but Nectſity, that cannot be tyd and 
limited by any Rules, is hardly conſiſtent with 
Miniſterial Duty and Obligation, eſpecial 
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Faſes; and therefore Miniſters, withont the! 
Woremention'd Capacity, muſt upon many Oc- p 
$:fons be with-held from "the wem 5 
Wheir Neceſſary Duty. But, r 
6. AMiniſter qualified for his Office PTY 
nderſtand the Nature of the Sacraments, and 
Wc capable of explaining them to others; fon 
Ihe Adminiſtration of em is part of his Work 
und how Unfit be is to adminiſter Ordinan- 
Nes to his own er the Peoples benefit and ada 
Wantage, who doth not himſelf know what. he 
doing, nor is capable of inſtructing them 
In the Nature of his Work, is wien at the 


7. H E ſhould: know the e of that 
„wer and Authority, and the Eſſence of that Di- 
Wcipline CHRIST: would have exercis'd in his 
Fhurch; for, How elſe ſhould he bear that 
Nale, and uſe that Diſcipline Which we have 
Wiready ſhewn you is part of his Work? There- 
Wore the Apoſtle faith, He muſt he one able to rule 1 Tim. 
ell in his own Houſe, that he may be fitted for 8. 4, 
e exerciſe of that Rule in the Church, w. lich : 
Was we have obſervd already) doth much S 

I OY Authority andRule ina Man's S 


d to Gop in a this Work and 1 x 
©) Profeſſion given up to.Gon, and ke: 5 
Fed and ſet apart to the Miniſterial, |. Office 
Phat profeſſes himſelf willing cheerfully. to do 
Will this Duty, for the Glory of GO, and the 
oc — 3 et apart 


roy 
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hen tis colfeſvd, that Forms, tho? never 8 „ 


i view. Again, 7 


a: 


8. Finally, HE muſt be one ell 5 


Iccurately com pos d, can't reach all particmar * x bY 


the Work, ſd as not to be diſtracted in it 


ar” . imply'd in che Apoſtle's Advice, Give 7 ſelf 
0 1 157 ; 


curſed Stock of Corruption ' that” is in all 
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by any inferior Worldiy Buſineſs. This Ithink 


wholy to theſe thing. 

AND thus much I think ordinarily neceſſa 
y toqualifie a Man for the Ainiſterial Office : 
No one without it, unleſs in Caſes of mani. 
fell Neceſſity, can by any Power or Perſons on 
Earth be inveſted with Ainiſterial Authority. 
But in the Proſperous ſtate of the Church more 
than this is requiſite, if not needful; becauſe 
in the outwar -flouriſhing ſtate of the Church 
Men of Learning and Intereſt may devote 
emſelves to the Service of GOD in this Office, 
and are not to be refus d or rejected: Beſides 
_ That, 1 in all Ages there hath been a Luxuriancy 
of Vice and Errors, when the ſhine of outward 
Proſperity hath warm'd and cheriſh'd that 


Hearts; ſo that, upon ſuch occaſions, Men of 
greater Talents and Abilities are needful to 
de imploy'd in the Churches Service, than 
what we have been already deſcribing, even 
= of the ſoundeſt Underſtandings, deepeff 
ents, and moſt copious Literature, in con- 

jon with eminent Piety, that can be pro- 
hy, Not to ſay that Religion hath been too 
eat a Sufferer in our Diſ- eren Ages by the 
BD of Unqualified Men to this Office, 
to induce Miniſters to encourage all that are 
fond to offer *emſelves to the Work: And as | 
the Directions of the Aſſembly of Divines at 
Weſtminſter are what We commonly follow: In 
the admiſhen of Perſons to this Office; lb, I 
nad 5 W recede TO em er 

Fu 


without. Thus have we diſpat 
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very great urgency, and but upon very weigh 

ty Conſiderations And theſe require that a 
perſon ſnou'd be examin'd as to his Skill in 

the Original Language, at leaſt of the Nm 


Teſtament, in Logic and Philoſophy > as to his 
Capacity to de fend the Truth againſt Error, and 


his Talents for Teaching, viz. Knowledg, Ex» 


preſſion, and Elocution; as well as that an En- 
quiry ſhould be made into the Courſe of his 
Life, and his: good Report 


of - . 


ch'd our Second, 


and paſs on to tze 


Third Enquiry, WH 6) they are who have 
Authority to declare a Perſon thus qualified: a 


Miniſter:of CHRIST, by ſolemn. Irveſtiturs 


and Ordination; or to declare ſolemnly, That 


tis CHRIST's Will ſuch a Man ſhould Mini- 


ſter in the Church: For, that this is the Sub- 


ſtance of this Work (Ordination) is apparent, 


Ordainers do not give Miniſterial Power to 
any ; the moſt they can do, is, only to deliven 


the Commiſſion from CHRIS T, who is the alone 


Sscurte of all, and therefore ſure of Miniſterial 


Power. And they can deliver a Miniſter” his 
Commiſſion no otherwiſe, but by publichy and 
ſolemnly declaring, according to CH RIS T5 


appdintment, That he hath call'd- forth fuck 


"them which are 1 Tim, oh 


3+» To 


* 


a one to the exerciſe of the Miniſtry, | (by fits 


ting him for the Work, inclining his Heart to 
fewve his LORD therein, and by 7 f 


him by his Frovidence with Opportunity for 
Service) and therefore authoriz'd him to un- 
dertake the Office. So that the Queſt ion here 
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bs; Who hath Authority from Outs r rodelis - 
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PP 
ver the Cmmiſſion for the Miniſtry to Qualified 


Perſons by Ordination? And there are three 
ſorts of Perſons that lay claim to this Autho- 


rity, viz. the Body of the People in particular 


Aſſemblies ; Biſhops, as Superior Officers to 


common Miniſters of the Word; and finally, 
all Ordinary Miniſters, uſually call'd Presbyrers. 


. THE utmoſt the firſt of theſe will ay, can 
be no more, as I conceive, than this, That 
Ordination by other Miniſters is not abſolutely 


.' neceſſary. Sure there are none ſo far berett 


of the Exerciſe of their Reaſon, as to think 


that Able, Godly, Faithful Miniſters, every 


way qualified for the Office themſelves, may 


not lawfully ordain other Miniſters: And if 


they may lawfully do the Work, there are ſo 


many Reaſons to be produc'd that they ſhould 


do it, as will prove in common Caſes highly 


_ convenient, if not abſolutely neceſſary: Since 


upon Suppoſition that they are Men of Learn- 
ing, Capacity, and Integrity of Life, of known 


Diligence and Fidelity in their Miniſterial 


40 


Function, they are moſt capable of examining 
into the Qualifications and Suffciency of Per- 
ſons to be ordain'd, and moreover, are under 
à doubie Obligation, as Chriſtians and Miniſters, 


to be Faithful to their Lord and his Church, 


| In-this particular. / Nay, the Body of the Beo- 
Ple can't be thought Competent Judges: at all of 
theſe Qualifications ; Not to fay that *twon'd 


at firſt view, look very prepoſterous, to ſee 


thoſe that are to be taught enquiring into the 
Sufficiency of the Teachers, And tho' it be 
granted, that here and there a Perſon of Lear- | 
Mus; among the People, may be as capable of 
e 2 ekz 


Miniſtry ds Miniſters emſelves, yet to argue 
from tlie Capacity of ſuch Particular Perſons 
to the Power and Authority of the Body of the 


not infer the like Capacity in the reſt; and 
without a Capacity for the Office, there can 


of it. Underſtand this in Common and Or- 


ſuch Circumſtances, that they cannot have the 


daining one among 'em, or not without unlaw- 
ful Compliances either on their part or the 


Neceſſity hath no Law, muſt take place, and they 


ſecure the general Ends of their Society, the 
Glory of GO D and Common Edification. But, 


ment from their Incapacity to prove, they 


written Word given any Power to particular 
Perſons, or collective Bodies, for the Exerciſe 


- 


capacity. 


it ſeems rational and coggyt) wou'd be of no 
weight, but might i be 


h 
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dinary Caſes, where the Direction and Help 
of Miniſters may be had. But if a People be in 


Concurrence of other Miniſters at all, in or- 


Miniſter's to be ordain'd, then the Maxim, 


muſt proceed in the beſt method they can, to 


have no Power of Ordination, is firm and va- 
lid: G OD hath neither in Nature nor his 


of which they have a Plain and Notorious In- 


INDEED, if from the Holy Scriptures the 
particular Aſſemblies of Chriſtians cou'd prove 
emſelves inveſted with any ſuch Power, all 
that we have hitherto ſaid (tho' at firſt view- 
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people, is Wrerched Sophiſtry; ſince the Capa- 
city of one or more particular Members can- 


- 


be no Authority from GOD for the Exerciſs 


/ 


without ſuch Neceſſity, I think, the Argu- 


refuted with, 


eximining/into/a Man's Suffiiency for. tlie 
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,. art ibon that replieſt againſt 80D But 
we find no Direction given to em about this 
Work throughout all the Writings of the 
New Teſtament; or that they had any hand in 
Ait: They did in many caſes intereſt *emſelves 
in the Choice of thoſe who were to be made 
Ads 6. Miniſters, as the Deacons ordain'd by the 
1.6. Apoſtles; nay, of an Apoſtle to be ordain'd by 
= an immediate ſignification of the Will of 
Aas 1. CHRIST from Heaven, by a, Sacred Lot: 
23, 26. But that they were concern'd in Ordination, 
| properly ſo calF'd, doth not appear to me 
from any Writings of the New Teſtament; 
and, queſtionleſs, if the Body of the People 
had upon any occaſion choſen Unfit Men, 
the Apoſtles had been oblig'd to refuſe em 
Ordination. The like is to be ſaid of ſuc- 
ceeding Miniſters, only with this difference, 
that the Apoſtles being guided by an Infalli- 
ble Spirit, were not liable to Error, as ſuc- 
ceeding Miniſters be: Theſe laſt therefore 
may refuſe to ordain a fit Perſon choſen by 
the People, who are not oblig'd by their Un- 
Juſtiſiable Refuſal where the Caſe is notorious 
and plain, but have liberty to Proteſt againſt 
their Proceeding, and to have recourſe to 
other Miniſters; or if ſuch cannot be pro- 
cur'd, have Power to give the Man a Call 
to the Work, which may be obliging to him, 
and be his Sufficient Warrant and Authority. 
= _ Such was the Caſe of many of the Reformers 
=  atfirſt; and we ſhall have occaſion to conſi- 
Aer this again afterwards, ons 
Bu fromwhaſghath been ſaid tis mani- 
feet, I chink, that is Claim of the People, 
i | „ 6 8 N Un- 
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HF; uy, he ſet aſide, without any Ian done 2 
f But, to decide the Difference between 
and Presbyters may be a matter of grea- - 
| Mean re not fo much EIA as for the 0 
: Inn and Vuthriſtian OY that it hath. 3 
ccaſionid in the Chriſtian Church Tho 12 e 
Inuſt be obſerv'd, that Presbyter, s doin no Wie 
Wiſclaim Ordination 45 Dioceſan Biſhops as in- 
Walid and null, Lind eed, if their: Power for. TEENY 
ID, dinarier did lean u pon the ſame Foundati- 
ns with their Dioceſan Power, they might 
Nveat before they would prove it either Di-. 
Pine, Scriprural, Or Valid, but), as they are Mi- | 
Wiſters of the Goſpel i in common with athers,, 
Pre can allow 'em the. ſame Power which our. 
elves do claim: So, that the 1 9 57 
his Head is at laſl reduc d to this Whether | 
Wresbyters or the Miniſt gt 
; reach th the 875 And ad mini 
ments, have Au 5 Power to deſiv 555 
| erial Es mmiſſion 17 from C Fol 
Werſons 1 15 are” qualified 2 Peo 15 
claim in common Caſes to N Power Foo 
Ipeen already ſet by. That Ziſhops have this 
grower, is Anon 'by all concern'd. os. 
TDiſphte; ſo that it only remains to no 
Whether ocher Miniſters beſides Tron „„ 
ſhop ave the fame Power. ' | 
HAT we are ready to affert- this, may. (6 
eaſily be beliey'd by all here Dp, Why. 
elſe are we come together? To do a Work. 
for which we know. we have no Authority 2, 
But the World will not, it may be, take our 
bare . TRIO. of ng We: n, 
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+1 al = out ent, our ſelyes with 
oh 5 8 Fins 57 5 be Satisfa@tory to 
ho are e Jr one! 2 e judic d, an Arg - 
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ee . 
be as Well ſecur'd by Prechyten Wi 
r e Office is 51 B By 4 

e former Falidly ider 54 
Melon. to one duly qualified, 
V 5 Jak? If it be faid, ecauſe 9 
RIS T hathgiy A en no Authority 5 this i 
x ting in qiieftion.. And where's 
ns? Is there que wol d © of the Con- 
aden a? this Work, to the Superidur Epi. 


=o 6 1 dughout ri yr king £4 the 
en f 7 Tay, that k the! 7 : 
what 


Z ol 7 of wg 1. 19 8 t ſelf, 18 Eo 
1 Rk never. 85 fou. IC Nay, Doth 
=o Tim. not the Apoſtle Paul K 0 Ordin at ian by 
de Hands e Meru and that of an 
= —- QArcbb:ſbop tad, 2 155 5 0 our Brethren con- 
tend Timorhy,v [* bl 6500 ſuch as are. re- 
7d to carry t. 5 right or Wrong, 
hade the face to ſay Mb ters are for- 
bidden to meddle with this Work when Pau 
tells us, that even in Ap ſtolical Times *twas 
=. done by the Hands of th th e Presbyters : 3 Iknow 
p Imp. indeed that Grotims, after Ferom, Ambre 7, &c. 
* -- "gh 7% nay, and Calvin himſelf, underſtand by Am 
_ Pech b G th which Timothy 7 
_ ordain' not the off beers js Fra: dee. . "him, 
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** ite ee dealer, at Fog end 
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h pads, 1 ſay, the Scrij A 

i erpreter of it ſel 1 5 5 . 179 0 
cl! of the Senſe of a Scriptare-yor 11 


Wlace, as by examining into its Sigoifi eatlonin 


„ another. Now the word mges GIL OCCUTS in 2 

Wt wo. er more of the New Teſtament, 251 Luke 2 
o oftner, as 1 have obſery'd, and in hoth 5 1 
| bole places, it certainly fignihes the C 5. 
9 rum, or Bench of Presbyters, and is by o 4 | 
g | randlaters ren the Elders; and w 


Would: not fignifie the ſame; here, is prov 5 
Hiftcult toaſlign a Reaſon. 1. © in- 


.d that by the Expreſon a CH,, Biſhops 
ade intended, which is the Faney of ſome 
N Wof the junior Ancients : But doth it nat argue a fe- 


Wereat ea of Aſſurance in ſome Men, to Mert „ 
bat it muſt needs fignifie Biſhops, becauſe none hp + 
What Biſhops did or cou'd.ordain ? Which is to menim, | | 
: rove the Aſſertion by repeating it, and aſſu- Sc. 

: ring us it was ſo, becauſe it muſt be: ſo: But 

hy it muſt be ſo, Lcan't invent a Reaſon, un- 
: *y this be one, That otherwiſe the Scripture 
Wnd their Scheme wou'd not be concordant. 
AND tho” it be probable that Paul was 
oncern'd in Timathy's Ordination, ( protudje 

W ſay, becauſe tis not certain that the | 
Piven by Pau/'s Impoſition of Hands, bb, ; 2 Tim 


„„ 


lat of the Presbytery, were all one) yet, that 1 ae 

" pon this Suppolition he acted in concert with 

= X Ae ry, is plain, from the two Texts 

"= d: And if Presbyters had not Power . 

9 * act as well as he, they had never been euj- 

1 Wloy'd; if they had not Equal Power, he 

. bo certainly have mile a e 5 . 
3 5 


1 1 
8 teen his Uitereſt 7 in the Work Pty theirs | 
© whereas be has made the laying on of thei ; 
Hands ſer viceable to the "Conveying 
_ the Office with his on, fince he ſpeaks of it 
as the Act of a Presbyrery, without ſo much ai 
hinting at bis 'own Preſidency therein; thei 
7 — than probable, that if he were the 
FK Apoſtle concern 'd, he did both dire 
pa fide. The 5 drawn by our 
Bret ren from the Ordinations of Timorby and 
Nin, to prove this Work a Peculiar of the 
Biſhops Office, is too inconſequent and faulty 
to ſtop us, eſpecially ſince we have before his 
_tedata flaw in it. . 
© INDEED cov'd there be any plain Ten 4 
. of Scripture produc'd, affy good Reaſons or 
Argumente rawn from Scripture allede'd, 
for the confinement of this Work to a Supe - 
_ rjor Officer, our Arguments from the End 
of Ordination, and the attaining theſe Ends] 
by Presbyters ordaining as well as Biſhops, 
_ wou'd not be at all concluding ; "becauſe 
where the Great Gop hath once determin'd 
the Queſtion, all farther reaſoning is ſuperſe- 
ed: Nay, tis preſumptuous in us, to guide our 
Actions by any imagin'd Excellencies in ano- 
ther way of procedure, when once a Divine 
Command is paſt, That it ſhall be done hi. 
* way, and no other. But our Brethren pro- 
vi * ducing no ſuch Divine Command to bring the 
Ball de Diſpute to an iſſüe, but, inſtead thereof, re- 


hs Fo. Pat. mitting us to Antiquity, (which i is really lead: 
_ Cala 
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NOW, that the Ends of Ordination max 
be ſecur'd by the Ordination of Presbyters as 
well as Biſhops,” may eaſily be evinc'd from a 
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Ring us into à Wood © ou 
Wclves, rather than putting us upon a Method 
for finding out the Truth) 1 can't but think 
in Argument is of great Validity, Gop 
his Word, and by the very 
Nature of the thing, that Ordination to 


by the Miniſters of the Word: He hath not, 


han | 0 
Ends of Ordination may be ſecnr'd by Presby- 
ers ardajning as well as Pioceſan Biſhops, i. e. in 


a word, If the Work may be done as well by 


tem as by theſe, what Reaſon can be offer'd 


1 * 


Preſence of the Biſhops, and by their Authority 


brief Specification of em; they are chiefly 
theſe; Publickly to declare a Man, after due 
trial of his Abiliries, to be Qualiſied for the 
Miniſtry; to commend him to the Grace of 


the Peoples Reſpect among whom he muſt mi- 


fit fight, that Men equally Wife, Holy, 


with Biſhops, (and ſure tis not immodeſt to 


) 


AB 


Miniſtry of the Word is ordinarily to be done 


as WE can find, put this whole Truſt into tho 
Fe erior Officers; therefore if the 


to prove that the Work muſt be done in the 


GOD and his Bleſſing by Prayer; to conciliate 


niſter; and to preyent the Fnruſins of Men 
Unqualified. Now, doth it not appear at 
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* #% 2 4 * 
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; i » no * 
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god, that we may loſe. our 


Learned,and Faithful in the Miniſterjal Work 


ſuppoſe there may be ſome, and many ſuch, 
Presbyters in the World, there being a much- 
greater number of Presbyters than Biſhops 
| Piroughout the Churches, aud T believe I may | 
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ment than they would have had if they 


rious and conſiderate People conciliate ! 


 Epiſcopacy-exrolfd to the Skies, and loudly 


- > 


5 


to PORES for. Prof, 7 they 


don't find an immediate ſonſible laprovement in 
Wiſdom and Holineſs by their elevation to 
the Epiſcopal Dignity, nor any other Improve. 


till continued in the Rank of elit 
ay, Doth it not appear that ſuch are as Nh 
cient to attain theſe Ends as Biſhops chem- 
ſelves? May not ſuch make as e a Trial of 
2 Perſon's Miniſterial Talents and Abilities, 
and as publickly declare em to the Churches! 
Are they not equally capable of forbidding un- 
ualified Men from meddling with the ' 
Function? May they not with as much Effca- 
and as much Seriouſue e recommend. to the 
gout: Grace and Benediction, and among ſe- 


Re for thoſe they ordain? What is there 
in the Nature of Things to contradict this? 
"Tis confefs'd,, where Men have drunk in Pre- 
ñjudices by Education and Converſe, and have 

their Heads filbd with another ſet of Thor ights, 
it may not be eaſy to diſpoſſeſs em of theſe 
Prejudices. Thoſe who have heard Dioceſan 


proclaim'd Divine, and all that part of the 
Church that wants an Epiſcopal Miniſtry ſhut 
out of GOD's Family, and ſentenc'd to Hel 
without Pity or Mercy, 4p ſuch a pitch of 
 Uncharity hath flaming Bigorry carried ſome 
Men) may be terrified. with the formidable 

B gbear, and be impenetrable to theſe Reaſon- 
lings. And there are Prejudices of another 
nature, that may as forgibly bar out the Truth; 
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47 1 45 Fl 1 05 | 
Whey oe 10 Rakes without afar 
. Prepoſſeſſion,, and if Presbyters, or call em if 
you will Inferior Miniſters, are Sufficient for 
this Work, ſo as to attain and ſecure all the 
Ends of ic, 1 ſhall hardly truſt my own Rea- 
Toning Faculty, if their Authority for it don't 
; follow. as clearly as Light from the Sun. For 
tho“ a bare Capacity doth not ive Authority in 
Jall Caſes, without an Intervening Commune 
yet, that the Argument from Capacity to 
Ithori ys a in this DO is to me manifeſt 


auer d 9 our. on MEG aq 6 the 
Power of Miniſters to ordain, and to exerciſe 
that Office, to, which they are ordain'd, Tufi= 
Eciently vindicated, And. ſince we have finiſh's 
Jour firſt Undertaking, and 2 en you, Ik, 
l 110 aud Toft Notion of. Ons Wears 


Ard enquire how far this n may be neces ; 

ru; an Enquiry, as I conceixe, o 19 
17 tho” in a great meaſure oyet loak'd 
y fuch who have. an Intereſt to ſerye by 
magnifying this Rite, and are fond o of ke 8 
ſenting it as poſſeſs d of ſome. ſecret Energy 
which the Simple Account we have given ot, 
© it doth no way countenance, to which it can; 
; 1 tend. An Anſwer tot may be 9 5 e 
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NEITHER, Ordination by Biſpops, 
Miniſters „ 18 abſolace .Nece ary 
t * 225 of the Mini iſtry A. 7 
« Waaler l rainer by other 
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ink Ch 1 5 0 45 1 | | | 
Ef ers: A Man af be under; an ann 1 
. - Miniſterial Work, When he can haye. no In- 
peſtiture in che Office: by chis Rite and, as 
hath been ſhown ahead,” no Ferſoß can be 
ifs d to do the Duty of a Miniſter without 
tk: ſo facto Poets of Miniſterial Power: 
This Power is not. given, but, acknowledg'd 
and declar'd in Ordination. And yet, in ma- 
y caſes a Man may be oblig'd to the Work 
when he can't be ordain'd ; and where this 
Obligation is notorious and plain, there. is a 
ent and valid Declaration of his Mini 1 
Rerial Power, 6r of the Will of Enger, 
that he. ſhou'd act! in this Office. . If a A Cop 
of Chriſtians were Shipwreck'd' on a remore and 
un inown Shore, towhich they were uncapable 
of fetc ing ordain d Miniſters from any other 
Place, think a Man muſt be out of his Wits 
70 4 ert, that this Body of Men muſt live like 
— Heathens, and not openly own CHRIST, y. 
performing all common Chriſtiam Exerciſts in 
8 Aſſemblies, for want of an Oda) d 
niſter. Without doubt, he who was the 
mo capable a! gong em to teach the reſt and 
174 the other Duties of 2 Miniſter, was 
ound 5r Conſcience to undertake: that Work; 
Wo” if obliz'd to do the Work of a Miniſter, 
he had certalnly Authority from CHRIST. to 
be a Miniſter, unleſs we make CHRIS T's 
. . Contrad;Btory, and ay, a Man was 
1 = in Duty to do that, which when Ane, 
wov'd be Unlawful, and a Sin, for want of 
| Sufficient Authority.” The like may be Mig it if 
iter or Biſhops refuſe Ordination to 
19 5  lifies (8. unle els Weyl . to : ! 
25 7 p27 85 
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terms, and no other Miniſters can be pro- ; =; 

cur'd to do the Work, which was the Caſe 
of ſeveral of the firſt Reformers. In theſe + - 
and all ſuch-like Caſes, Ceremonies muſt be 


mav'd whillt a due regard is had to what is 


Chief and Principal in Ordination, the mani- | 
feſt Qualifications of the Perſon to be ordain . 
Suppoſe that by the Fundamental Conſtitution 
of this Kingdom the Parliament (i. e. Prince, 
Lords and Commons) had Power to gire 
Kingly Power to any Succeſſor to the then 
Prince, whom they ſhould pleaſe to chooſe 
upon his or her Demiſe; and, that the Cuſto- 
ee Appointed Method of Inveſtiture 
with the Kingly Power and Office was by © 
vronation to be perfornd by Biſhops; and, 
moreover, A 50 there were no Biſnops to 

do this Work, or none but ſuch as word 
{oblige him firſt to deliver up his Kingdom to 
the Pope, and wear his Comn, and exerciſe 
is 29 in Subordination to him, (Which was 
a Caſe more than ſuppoſable once, tho* ve 
hope "twill never be again:) No Doubt is to 
We made, but that by the Act of Parliament 
uch Succeſſor. wou'd have a Commiſſion, and 
pe oblig'd to receive the Homage and do the; 
Duty of a King, without any. Coronation at 
all; or if Coronation were us'd, thereicou'd | 
be no need of ſuch. Biſhops Concurrence, 
Ur, to come nearer to the matter in hand,. 
he Prieſts under the old Fewiſh Conſtitution + 
7ere nen known and mark'd out b! ỹ˖fctete 
op, being the Male Deſcendants of Aaron. 
dut many Ceremonies were appointed for e 1 
their Conſecration, and particularly the Holy (90? 
75 | 0 a | 4 1 | 52. Are Np 

le but yet they did not r be Prieſta, nor 
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85 20, 
* 585. tion, Rituals muſt give way in Caſes of Neceſſi 


Where therefore theſe Qualifications are pre- 


more is, nor can be requir d. Nay, 


As of an Unordain d Perſon invalid and nul 


ttmhink G0 b will diſo wn à Man that faithfully 
ſerves him in this Work for the fake of this 
| _ Error, few Miniſters being exempt from Er- 


5 in Experience, that & o p hath bleſs'd the 


to aft a as awed pela reſis: to be anointed witil 
holy Oil. As in the time of the Second Temple, 
when the firſt Sacred Compoſition was loft, 
* and the then Church of the Fews did not think 
*emſclves empower'd to make a new Mixtur,, 
So that, even under that Ceremonial Di ſpenſa 


ty, and therefore much more under the Go-i 
ſpel, where Spiritual Qualifications are re- 
quir d, inſtead of that Carrat Qualification, by 
natural Deſcent from Aaron; requir d of old. 


ſent, the Man is willing to be employ d in the 
Work, and he is manifeſtly oblig d to under. 
anke it, there every thing Eſſential to the Of- 
ice is preſent; and in Caſes of Neceſſity no 


2. WHERE Ordination by Biſhops or 
other Miniſters may be had, yet are not all the 


to a People that owns and receives him for a 
Miniſter, if he be otherwiſe duly Qualified. 
He himſelf maybe Conſcientious \ in ho Refuſal 
of Ordination, tho* his Conſcience be un. 
Aubrey erroneous, and, as we ſhall ſee by 
and by, he fins in this Refuſal: But we can't 


rors as grievous as his. Nay, tis notorious 


- Laboursof ſuch to many Souls: And 1 dare 

not abſolutely diſown thoſe as 10 Miniſters, 
whom Cu RIS has own'd and bleſs'd iir the 
ier . 1 diſo) n and condemn, and 
* 'y cfuſal of being 2 
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liaiſters in Cur 18's Appointed way. 1 


the Miniſtry than Baptiſm: is of Chriſtianity, and 
yet! 

by reaſon of his Profeſfon, follow d with a 
Life ſtrictly conformable to what he profeſſes, 
Tho“ he were never baptiz d. Conſtantine the 


Es 10 Chriſtian, tho? he did intentionally defer 
his Baptiſm till he came to Jordan, to be Pay 
zd where CR 15T was, and, in event, till 9% 
Death was near: Or thoſe ancient Chriſtians, . © 
who did defer their Baptiſm till the approa- 
hes of Death. But, by owning 'en1 for Chri- 
iant, I am not mags by to own their Errone> © 
ous Principles or Practices, but that only which 
Was truly Chriſtian in em, and did juſtly deno- 

inate em ſuch. The like I ay as to a duly- 
qualified Perſon Vnordain d, and yet exerciſing 
he Miniſterial Office; if Cur 1sT approves 
and bleſſes his Endeavours, I wou'd not fern _ 


tho I muſt upon all fit occaſions diſown and 
roteſt againſt his ſinful Neglect or Refuſal of 
JJ oo 3 TT OTE 
| 3. ORDINATION, where it may be had, 
$ Neceſſary, by a Divine Precept, to keep up -— 
hat Order in Churches which is neceſſary to 
the beauty and well-being of em: For if there 
vere not a Body of Men in the Church au- 
horizid to examin into the Abilities of thoſe - 


he Miniſtry, and approve or rejeck em, ac 
eee eee eee eee 
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ple the owniug him for one of his Miniſters, ' 
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may be oblig'd to own one for a Chriſtian 7" 2 


reat, for inſtance, was not to be diſo wid 5 
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ho offer emſelves to the Sacred Service ok . | 
orlling as rhey wers found qualified up, 
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for the diſcharge of this Office; at the 8g. 
geſtion of their own Pride or Fancy, or that of 
|. - © - weak injudicious Perſons, that may ignorant. 
t.. = ly applaud their Gifts, what a Scene of Diſor. 
F. __ gers won'd preſently be let in upon the Chri. 
 - Fian Church, ſince none are more ready to 
”  -_ Tun on this Errand than thoſe who are leaf 
, - JAualifed, and the Humor of our Unhappy 

8 Times (when every Aean Fellow, who is wea- 
xy of his own Trade, and affects a little more 
--.. + Honour. than his own Profeſſion will afford 
3 conceits himſelf fit to be a Teacher of 
Others, and ſteps into the Pulpit) informs 
As what Scandalous Diſorders wou'd be the cer 
+  , _ tajn Conſequents, if once this Hedge were 
broken down, and the Office lay common to 
F'- - every one who had the Preſumption to take} 
it! For, if ſuch Diſorders have been com- 
maitted in our Day, and in the memory of our 
|. , FPForefathers, and Ram and Ignorant Men have 
cry'd down a Regular, Piow, Learned, and Ju- 
Ãicious Miniſtry, and proclaim'd emſelves 
maore ſufficient for the Work, when a Publict 
1 wet _ Teſtimony hath been born againſt the Sin, and 
=o s their unwarrantable Invaſions have been-ſharj- 
_ ty rebuk'd, what wou'd the Conſequents be, 

if once the Opinion were univerſal, That 0r-| 
© danation by Miniſters is altogether Unneceſſary 
and Uſeleſs? Not to obſerve; that if there 
[© -* werenoſuchTrial to be made of Mens Fitneſs 
bor the Miniſtry, a Gap would be open'd for 
_- we broaching what Errors und Hereſies Men 
PDlsas d, and poyſoning the Chriſt ian Churches 
en gemedn, Ties chis gives no., 
wdority to Ministers to make New drricles of 
JJͤĩ]7öùÜV“•⅞bĩti 
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8 t 53 11 
| Faith; BY 1955 their own Perſuafions” ben 
others in unneceſſary or difficult matters, for 
. Divine Oracles,, nor gives Encouragement to 
Clergy-Uſurpations, or Dominion over Con- 
r 1 „ 
"BUT from what hath been Gaid "tis, think: N 
plain, that the Order, Beauty, and Peace of 
the Church can't be-preſerv'd in an Ordinary 
way, without ſuch a Gu4rd upon the Entrance 
into the Miniſtry : And tis not to be thought 
that the Loxy J=$us hath left it expos'd to 
ſuch Unavoidable Miſchief, and taken no care 
about its Welfare and Preſervation; for it 
would be evidently Delirious to have recourſe 
here to meer Omnipotence and Extraordinary , * - 
Power. Many Texts of Scripture-do 7 e 
Miniſters being inveſted with Power to pre- 
vent theſe Irregularities, by enquiring 125 
the Qualifications of ſuchas are to be employd 
in this Service: What elſe doth Paul's XUvite Tim. 3 
to Timothy ſigniſie, Lay hands ſuddenly on no 22, 1 5 4 
2 neither be partakers of other mens Sins; kee . 
ſelf pure, with what follows? What Ae - 
his Charge to him, to commit to faithful men, 2 Tiny, 
that were able to teach others, the things committed 2. 
him in charge? Which plainly ſignifies his in- 
veſtiug them with the Doctoral or Epiſcopal —_* 
Office; Why elſe; in one word, did he leave £60 * | 
Titus i in Crere to ordain Elders in every City, and Tit. 1. 
give him ſo particular account of the Qualifi- 5. —19, 
cations-neceſſary to the Office? It muſt be a. 
knowledg'd indeed, that the Faithful emſelves 
are oblig d to look to it, that none be choſen or 
os by them for Miniſters who are Noto 


no Ah 3ut the * as the 
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Theſf. This Is Apoſtolical Advice, We beſeech you, Bre- 
Pp Tp 3. thren, know them which are over you in the Lord, 

aud eſteem em highly in Love for their Works 94 
Give all due Honour to him, for the ſake of 
the Work in which he is ſerving CHRIST 
and yon do not any way diſconrage him, by _ 
Diſabedience to his Calls, Unrulineſs in your 
Walking, 

Fs havicur, or by: 18 * * Wh 
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them that this Care is Immediately and Prin- 
f cipally recommended. 


_— apparently Neceſſary, by vertue of a Divine 


The juſt Inference from which is this, That no 
Perſons can, without ſuch Ordination by Mi- 
niſters, after due Trial, diſcharge the Miniſte- 
rial Office, without d;ſobey; 
mand, breaking thro an Bſtabliſh'd Order, or 
without being deeply guilty before Gon; un 
leſs in Caſes of * and viſible Neceſſity. 
remains that we ſhon'd 


haas deen ſaid; but becauſe I have already ex- 
1 Wor Bounds, I muſt be ſhort here. A few 


NT Miniſter's Office takes in ſo much Work; if 
E - :- ek Qualifications are neceſſary, then Eſteem 


b are entruſted with oe be fimmodiat 
Feen into theſe Qualifications; *tis to 


SO that, upon the whale, ſuch Ordination 


Command, to the preſervation of Order in 
the Church, and the 8 to its Well-being: 


a Divine Com- 


III. MAKE ſome Im a of . 


ords of Advice to the Peo eople, and a Word 
on ogy are to be Ordain'd, ſhall cloſe the 
Dilcourf C. To the People. 
i be as you have heard, That the 


your Miniſter, and Encourage him in his Work. 


Unpeaceableneſs in your Bae Be- 


8 2 ” FORTE - 5 n 
. — WW 25 2 x Kg "*F-. F eee 
CF; N , * 1 4 N . T 
; | * 4 k ? 5 1 ., $5 
4 q 4 — * * 8 
4 dons be a" fo ' = "Rm % 
g 8 „ 0 k *. * 1 0 
EN 5 a * 2 
* * Fe. : : * : 
Y . 


* 54 - # Win 


2 85 . ˙ ed ea. alt 


LF = 8 =. ge A oe.” "0g" 
S o a 


9 Fr 
3 þ : 1 RO 2 5 LEY . * * * 
— open Yo ox we aaron * 8 — „ x38 2/4 hom ee TOO EIA * 


ö "Ry | * 

$78 a9 i F 1 ao * 35 pk „* N 

* 7 * 1 1 1 F $ 
6 . 77S 


1177 
with PATE and rafuſficient n 
for. thus muſt you ſhew your Regard to 
CHRIST, whoſe Servants, Ambaſſadors and 
Repreſentatives, i in ſome ſenſe, Miniſters are. | 
. If your Miniſters be ſet aj rt to their IN 
Work by ſufficient Authority, do not ſuffer 
your Reſpe& to abate by 1 Clamonurs of o. 
thers againſt the Validity of their Miniſtra- 
tions. Indeed, to ſincere Chriſtians, who 
have felt the Bleſſing of Go d on their own 
Souls, accompanying our Miniſterial Endea- 
vours, one wou'd think this Advice needleſs; 
but if, notwithſtanding ſuch Experience, 
Chriſtians may be tempted to diſteſpect, con- 
demn, and deny Particular Miniſters, (which 
is but too common) why may they not alſo be 
tempted to deny and diſparage our Miniſtry it 8 
| rf ? Watch therefore 3 ſuch Tem 
tations and Attempts : Hearken to no Cavils 
of any againſt our Office, that wou'd-indice 
you to diſown and reject thoſe as no Miniſters 
who have all the Eſſential Qualifications, ane 
moreover every thing that 1s Eſſential in the 
Inviftiture by Ordination, tho we may want 
ſome Circumſtances, made Neceſſary by Hu- 
man Cuſtoms and Canons, but by no binding 
= iv; of CHRIST. As long as we are faith- 
ful to our Loxy and your Souls, be ready to 
Vnlicate us, and magnifie as tis needful out 
Office. 1 do not mean, by *Unbrotherly and 
Unpeaceable Scuffles, by Cuntentious Sinful Rage, 
or Revengeful Recriminations: No, OWN eve» 
ry thing that is rruly Chriſtian in thoſe who 92 
will R ard you . Hen our 
100 . | 
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__-*_ Everyone: that wears the nage of your Re. 
| aeemer, whatever his Sentiments are of yon; 
and every one that profeſſes the Namie of 
CHRIST, according to the Cyedibility of his 
Profeſſion; and let Charity have the Aſcend am 
when you paſs your Judgment on any; let 
. 5 not Oppoſition Provoke vou, and enflame ; 
| your Spirits: Pay a due Reſpect to all thoſe Wi 
Who bear the Character of Miniſters, and pro- 
feſs to be the Servants of CHRIST in that 
Work: Take up #0 Reports againſt any ſuch 
upon tight Evidence, but by all means have a 
care of wounding Chriſtianity to the Heart 
thro' the Sides of Miniſters, in this very Licen- 
tious and Unbelieving Age, when the Faults 
of Miniſters and Profeſſors, are ſo commonly 
charg d, by Men of Reprobate Minds, on the 
Hunocent and Glorious Doctrin which they pro- 
feſs and preach: And, above all, abhor and 
fear that Schiſmatical Practice of condemning 
_- whole Churches in a lump as 0 Chriſtians, for 
the ſake of Ceremonites, where every thing in- 
deed Eſſential to Chriſtianity, or the Miniſtry, is 
preſery'd, preach'd, prais'd, and practis d. 
3. BE careful not to Encourage any, mach 
I/, Men unqualified to undertake this Office, 
Without due and regular Ordination: Foment 
no Swellings of Pride or Self- conceit in any, 
that may have this tendeney: Remember that 
the Work of the Miniſtry is great and weigh- 
ty; that the Lord CHRIST hath, for great 
and weighty Ends, eſtabliſh'd Order in his 
Church, and that tis heinous Sin in you to 
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encourage any to break down the Hedge, and 
enter into the Office, without being let in 2 
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poor, which, our Saviout himſelf tells us 
che property of a Thief, nota Sepbend; and 
e tif be grievous Sin in you'to.encourage  _.., * 
ch Robberies, As much as vou can, pro... 
Note Knowledg, Underſtanding, and Ser u E] 
W--/. among one-another ;. this will facilitite _: 
Tour Miniſter's Work, and encourage him to 
e the more diligent and laborious, che more 
Fcady and chearful in the ſervice of your Souls, 

Ind more heartily defirous of your Spiritual e 
Peilfare: But tebuke all Pretenders to te | 
liniſterial Office, that will ner awdergo a Trial 
other Miniſters; diſon them, and refuſe 
bveir Service, if you wou'd not be falſe to 
our LORD, and the cruel Abetters of Diſor= 
er, Faction and Error in the Churches: I mean 
common Caſes, where evident Neceſſity 


ED 
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in not juſtiſie you in doing otherwiſe.. 
= 2: MY Advice to you, my Brother, to be 

rdain'd, is deſign'd to ſtir up your Mind by 
: ray of remembrance. of the Nature and OH-. 
ien, of your Undertaken Office, which, Il 
ueſtion not, you. have already confider'd ; 

Ind that it may have the more weight, I ſhall | 
ropeſe it to you in Scripture words: Lon 
Wave heard ſome account of your Office ane & = 
Duty aa Miniſter, and the Qualifications re: 
ird for the diſcharge of the Work, do ou 
g deaveun faithfully to do this Duty, and ſne s- 
North your Qualifications for the Office inthe ,} 

Whole Conrſe of your Miniſtry: And in order 

Wines. Man a good warfares: holding Faith\and'a 4 7 | 

: od Cun ſciencs. . \ Be AN Example 0 Believers; We” 18 ae ö 

Vora, in Converſation, in Charity, in Faith, in Spi- C 
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80 em, © a thelr Original Power of © Ordain 
ing, When choſen ont to this Service, were ac. 
 knowledg'd, I Know none that wou'd fo far 
run counter to 1 e as to > quare 

rel with this Offices N 
If any ſnhou'd in like + Stink E. Gel "If Ar- 
gument Page 39,40. That we find no Direction 
* to Preayters about Ordination, nor that 
hey had an; Wan e, throughout the N 
left ament, therefore they have no Power tl 
Ordain. I believe. what hath-leen afterward 
ff in prook of their Pore SSN be a fut 
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